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Lesson 3 — Hebrew Nouns, Definite Article and Conjunctive Waw

Hebrew Nouns

4.1 Hebrew nouns function just like English nouns They are used to indicate a person,
place thing or idea. Like English, Hebrew nouns can be either singular or plural in
number. But, unlike English, they can also be dual in number, indicating a plurality of
two (i.e., two eyes, two hands, etc.). Hebrew nouns also have gender. They are either

masculine or feminine.

4.2 Plural and Dual Endings on Masculine and Feminine Nons
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4.6 Lexical Form

When in doubt with regard to a word’s meaning or form, you will have to look it up in
what is called a Hebrew Lexicon (dictionary). When looking up a noun in the lexicon,
you must search for its lexical form. THE LEXICAL FORM FOR ANY NOUN IS THE
SINGULAR FORM. BibleWorks 5.0™ will display the lexical form when you move
your cursor over the Hebrew Text. The lexicon that you choose as your primary
reference work will show the full range of definitions for the root word.

4.6.a. Bibleworks 7.0™ Example
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Gen 2:8 Another Account of the Creation - Word Analysis WEW I User Notes I Editor | ’
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1™ noun proper no gender no number no state ‘

SV Genesis 2:8 And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east,  _
and there he put the man whom he had formed. L, || 04840 71'[ (hawi) Il, the older form and rare synonym of hayé (g.v.) ty

become. (ASV and RSV similar, but RSV, lie, Eccl 11:3.)
KV Genesis 2:8 And the LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden;
and there he put the man whom he had formed. (484a) 7T (shwih) Yahweh. '
NAZ Genesis 2:8 And the LORD God planted a garden toward the east, in
Eden: and there He placed the man whom He had formed. (484b) T-f: (vdh) Yahweh. (

NIV Genesis 2:8 Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in

Eden: and there he put the man he had formed. it falls (Eccl 11:3), or development, e.g. of Nehemiah's alleged scheme t

become king of Judah (Neh 6:6). Only three other instances of hawéll a
preserved in the Hebrew OT (Gen 27:29; Eccl 2:22; |sa 16:4), though *
hawd’ remains as the standard form of the verb "to be” in biblical Aramaic.* J

The root signifies either existence, e.g. of a tree trunk, being at rest where’

NRS Genesis 2:8 And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east;
and there he put the man whom he had formed.

Bet (‘39!"95“' 258 KL E:_q”-'te‘-'_ﬂe” kuptoc 0 Beoc TepeosLG oV v Edep Yahweh. The Tetragrammaton YHWH, the LORD, or Yahweh, the
KOUTO CVRLTOALC Kol €6€T0 kel TOV dvipwmov ov emingey personal name of God and his most frequent designation in Scripture,
occurring 5321 times (TONT, lll, p. 1067} in the OT (KJV and ASV, the
T :é!j WTT Genesis 28 Lord, or, in those contexts where the actual title "Lord” also occurs, GOD
T except KJV, Jehovah, in seven passages where the name is particularly
TR DTN stressed (Exo 6.3; Psa 8318 [H 19]; 1sa 122, Isa 2:4] or combined
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Definite Article

5.1 In English, a noun will be either definite or indefinite. Nouns are definite when they
appear with the definite article “the” as in the student, the book and the teacher. Nouns
are indefinite when they appear either without the definite article or with the indefinite
article “a” or “an” as in a student, a book, or an instructor.

In Hebrew, there is no indefinite article. Therefore ‘[5?: may be translated as

either “king” or “a king.” For this reason, words occurring without the definite article
should be considered indefinite unless otherwise indicated.

There are three types of definite nouns in Hebrew. The most common definite
nouns are those occurring with the Hebrew definite article. Proper nouns (Egypt) and
nouns with possessive pronouns (your book) are also considered to be definite.



5.2 Form of the Hebrew Definite Article

The Hebrew word for “king” or “a king” is "[5?3 As it appears, the noun is indefinite.

In Hebrew, a noun is made definite by prefixing the definite article which consists of i1
plus a Dadhesh Forte in the first consonant of the noun. [NOTE: A Daghesh Lene only
appears in the BGDKPT letters.]

Definite Article

TR0 > 0

The Conjunction

5.7 The Conjunction 7 occurs more frequently than any other word in the Hebrew Bible

with over 50,000 occurences. On average, therefore, the conjunction 7 occurs about 2.5
times per verse. When it appears, it is always prefixed to another word and so never
occurs independently. In other words, “and a man” is written in Hebrew as WX with

the conjunction 7 prefixed to W*R (man).

The conjunction can be translated as and, but, also, so, then, when, now, or, but, that or
even, depending on context.
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1. Replicate the Hebrew Noun Chart
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2. Hebrew Noun Homework

Directions: Parse the following Hebrew words. You are not to be concerned at this point
what the translation is. The purpose of this task is to take the first step in translation —
parsing. Using the above summary chart, you will identify the gender, number and
lexical form of each word.

Hebrew Gender Number Lexical
Word Form

1 apmmk Masculine Plural k!

: QDO

| Dy

i I

M

° 010

! 1070
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Y1 P

Ol T

11 n?b@

12 D’D‘?Ej

Bl mohn

14 na

o 1113

16 -‘Dw

17 072y

10 0i>

19 0

20 m\f;js




21

N2
22 17in
23 nhimhin
24 qu
25 wagx

3. Hebrew Definite Article Homework: Prefix the definite article to each of the

following nouns and then translate the form.

Hebrew Lexical Definite English Translation
Word Translation Article
Added
1 WOR A man WNRTT The man
2 -l‘pm A king
3 mUN A woman
4 ﬂ’i A house
5 WDJD A book
6 _D-l A road
7 -1'#]' A young
o man
8 :-]ﬁ A sword
9 77351-[ A temple
10 '[TD A priest
11 TI?TJ"II'I A wall
12 D"? ij Spies
13 D-»-l‘?s Boys
14 D\J;B Stones
15 Dust

oY




16 Y A city
17 akim)y, Cities
18 WNRD A head
19 T A year
20 n:n'n A law

4. Hebrew Conjunction Homework

Hebrew Lexical Conjunction English Translation
Word Translation Added

1 now Ajudge | PDOYIY And a judge
2 DDWU The judge
3 akmn! A

T covenant
4 DN Edom
° LDWN A

T judgment

6 ]3 A son
7 DX:\JU The trees
8 mbialni A donkey
9 Dwnbx God
10 n'l]?Dﬂ A prayer
11 n\ﬁ A house
12 Dsf;wa The

T heavens
13 D:R,SD The man
14 -I‘Wj A king
15 ﬂ;‘?@ A queen
16 Fruit




17 by The

v prophet
18 ki Judah
19 :I-\:’ . Between
20 Djbﬂ A dream

Review for Quiz
Be prepared to complete the following items for your quiz:

1. The Hebrew Alphabet (Hebrew Letters & Name [with final forms])

2. Complete the Summary Hebrew Vowel Chart (Vowel Pointings)

3. Replicate the Hebrew Noun Chart

4. Be able to add the definite article and/or conjunction to any number of Hebrew words.




