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Section 1:  The Basics of Hebrew 

Writing

Chapter 1

The Hebrew Alphabet



1.1



The Hebrew Alphabet

ÅThe Hebrew Alphabet consists of twenty-

three consonants or letters

ÅHistorical Note:  There are no vowels in 

the original Hebrew alphabet.  Vowels 

were added by the Masoretes located in 

Russia in the 900s [ref 2.1]



The Hebrew Alphabet

ÅHebrew is written right to left

ÅExample

wyhh



The Hebrew Alphabet

ÅThe first step in learning Hebrew requires 

that you memorize the alphabet in order

ÅYou will also want to learn the names of the 

Hebrew letters, how each letter is 

pronounced and the transliterated value of 

each



The Hebrew Alphabet

a Name

Aleph

Pronunciation

Silent

Transliteration
,

b Name

Bet

Pronunciation

B as in boy

Transliteration

b

g Name

Gimel

Pronunciation

G as in God

Transliteration

g



The Hebrew Alphabet

h Name

He

Pronunciation

H as in hay

Transliteration

h

d Name

Dalet

Pronunciation

D as in day

Transliteration

d

w Name

Waw

Pronunciation

W as in way

Transliteration

w



The Hebrew Alphabet

z Name

Zayin

Pronunciation

Z as in Zion

Transliteration

z

j Name

Het

Pronunciation

Ch as in Bach

Transliteration

h
.

f Name

Tet

Pronunciation

T as in toy

Transliteration

t
.



The Hebrew Alphabet

y Name

Yod

Pronunciation

Y as in yes

Transliteration

y

k Name

Kaf

Pronunciation

K as in king

Transliteration

k

l Name

Lamed

Pronunciation

L as in lion

Transliteration

l



The Hebrew Alphabet

m Name

Mem

Pronunciation

M as in mother

Transliteration

m

n Name

Nun

Pronunciation

N as in now

Transliteration

n

s Name

Samek

Pronunciation

S as in sin

Transliteration

s


